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School § details 3
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Background information 4

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Woldingham School is a Roman Catholic independent day and boarding school, educating girls from
the ages of eleven to nineteen. It is a charitable trust with its own lay board of governors.

Since the previous inspection, a new headmistress has been appointed and a number of projects have
been completed, including refurbishment of the science centre and the boarding accommodation and
facilities. Boarding accommaodation is on the school site; Years 7 and 8 are accommodated in Marden
House and those in Years 9 to 11 in Main House. Year 12 boarders live in Berwick House and Year 13
in Shanley House.

Founded in 1842 as a Convent of the Sacred Heart Foundation, in 1946 the school transferred to its
present 700-acre site in Surrey. The first lay head was appointed in 1985; the school is part of the
international network of Sacred Heart Schools.

The school aims to be a happy and successful school developing confident and compassionate young
women. Girls are encouraged to become independent, enquiring young women, who forge lasting
relationships, achieve academic success and become positive influences in the world they enter.

Pupils come largely from professional and business families and from a wide range of social and ethnic
background, a quarter of pupils come from overseas, predominantly Hong Kong, China, Nigeria
Thailand, Spain and Mexico. Flexible boarding is also available. Standardised tests indicate that the
ability of senior pupils is above the national average and the ability of pupils in the sixth formis in line
with the national average. The school has identified 117 pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND), all of whom receive additional learning support, mainly for dyslexia. No pupils have
a statement of special educational needs, or an education, health and care (EHC) plan. There are 123
pupils who have English as an additional language (EAL), and 64 receive additional support. The school
has identified ten per cent of pupils as being highly academically able or as having a particular talent
and aims to make provision for them through lesson planning and co-curricular activities.
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Regulatory compliance inspection 5

The registration authority for independent schools is the Department for Education (DfE), which directs
inspection according to a specified frequency or at any time where the DfE has particular concerns about a
school. The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) is the body approved by the Secretary of State for the
purpose of inspecting schools which are, or whose heads are, in membership of the associations which form
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Regulatory compliance inspection 6

Links to the full regulations and requirements can be found here: The Education (Independent School
Standards) Regulations 2014, National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools.
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Regulatory compliance inspection 8

2.13 Suitable toilet, changing and showering facilities for pupils and appropriate accommodation for their
medical and therapy needs are provided. The premises are maintained to a standard commensurate
with health and safety; acoustics and lighting are appropriate; water provision is adequate. Suitable
outdoor space is provided for physical education and outdoor play. Boarding accommodation is
adequate for the needs of all boarders, and safeguards and promotes their welfare.

2.15 Arange of information is variously published, provided or made available to parents, inspectors and
the Department for Education. These include details about the proprietor, the ethos of the school and
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health and safety, first aid, details of the complaints procedure, and the number of complaints
registered under the formal procedure during the preceding school year, and the provision for those
with education, health and care plans or English as an additional language. They also include
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public examinations, inspection reports and (for parents only) a report at least annually of their own
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boarding principles and practice is published by the school.

2.17 Parental complaints, if any, are handled effectively through a three-stage process, (informal, formal
and a hearing before a panel of three, one of whom is independent of the school). Each stage has clear
time scales, and at the third stage the panel can make findings and recommendations which are
communicated to the complainant. Records are kept appropriately, including of any action taken,
whether or not a complaint is successful, and identifying those relating to the boarding provision.

2.19 The proprietor ensures that the leadership and management demonstrate good skills and knowledge,
and fulfil their responsibilities effectively, so that the other standards are consistently met and they
actively promote the well-being of the pupils. Appropriate leadership and management of boarding
ensure that the required policies and records are maintained and effectively monitored.

and NMS 13
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Education quality inspection 9

. It focuses on the two
key outcomes:

- The achievement of the pupils, including their academic development, and
- The personal development of the pupils.

Since the school was last inspected, the framework for inspection has changed. The current inspection
framework uses different criteria and arrangements for grading from those used in previous inspection
frameworks. The judgements made on this inspection are, therefore, not directly comparable to judgements
made on previous inspections.

All independent schools are required to meet the requirements of the Independent School Standards.
However, different inspectorates apply different frameworks that are suited to the different types of schools
they inspect. The ISI terminology reflects quality judgements that are at least equivalent to those used by
the national inspectorate, Ofsted. ISI reports do not provide a single overarching judgement for the school
but instead give a clear judgement about key outcomes for pupils and information on the quality of the
« Z}}o[* A}EIX

Where necessary, National Curriculum nomenclature is used to refer to year groups in the school.
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Education quality inspection 13

other and help monitor behaviour. They have an excellent appreciation of the wide range of cultures
within the school. They also demonstrate a rich understanding of the key values that characterise
modern Britain. Throughout the school pupils appreciate that family spirit and unity, rather than
difference, is the key to tolerance. They successfully acquire greater understanding of these
characteristics in chapel services, academic lessons and participation in assemblies and educational
visits. Pupils exhibit respect for school rules and core values, and clearly understand that individuals
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Inspection evidence 14

4.1  The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with pupils and examined samples of
%oU%]Oe[ AYEIX dZ C Z o e
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